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before It. Tliere are examples ever and anon of studiously concealed wickedness being brought to light and exposed, of the arm of violence being arrested when the blow was about to descend, and of the deceitful man being caught in the net which he laid for others* These cases, however, are not uniform, nor are they without palpable exceptions. They are confirmations of our moral decisions, but they do not come fully up to their demands which Insist that what is partial here be at last universal. Our moral nature giving these intimations to the world at large seems to carry a special message to every man that he must appear before the judge. To the great body of mankind the conscience is the monitor which tells them of the world to come.
IIL THE CONSCIENCE GIVES THE IDEA AND SENSE OF SIN. It gives these as clearly as the idea and sense of moral good. It approves of the good, but it also disapproves of the evil. It as certainly forbids the one as it commands the other. The law which commends the duty condemns the disobedience to it; putting and pressing the question, but not answering it: How are we to be delivered from it? I cannot close this paragraph without remarking how strange it is that our high academic moralists, as Chalmers used to call them, should discourse so eloquently about the beauty of moral excellence, without ever calling attention to the fact than man falls so far beneath it.
IV. THE CONSCIENCE is NOT MERELY COORDINATE
WITH. THE OTHER POWERS ; IT IS ABOVE THEM AS AN ARBITER AND A JUDGE, It would through the Will guide, restrain, and control the memory, imagination, judgment, and all other powers, proclaiming that it is superior to them and has authority over them, and deciding when they are to be curbed, and when they are to